UMW Legislative Event To-Do List


1. By FEBRUARY 14, call your state senator’s and representative’s DISTRICT offices (and candidates in contested races) and schedule appointments to come visit, by yourself or with up to three friends. Try to schedule your meeting before the March 4 primary elections, even if it means you have to meet with a staffer rather than the elected official. Schedule meetings with congressional representatives for the next congressional recess period (check with their district offices to see when they’ll be in town.)

Make agendas for all your visits, and be sure to confine yourself to one or two policy issues. Remember—this won’t be your only chance to talk with the elected official! Be sure to bring the UMW 2008 Legislative Agenda with you to leave as a handout (print it from Texas Impact’s website after Legislative Event is over.) 

WHO REPRESENTS YOU AND WHERE IS THEIR DISTRICT OFFICE????

http://www.fyi.legis.state.tx.us/
2. By FEBRUARY 4, be sure your voter registration is current, and check with family and friends to make sure theirs is, too. Interested in volunteering to help with voter registration for the November elections? Call Texas Impact to get connected with nonpartisan voter registration opportunities in your area.

3. Before March 4, find out who your precinct chair is and call or email to let them know you plan to sponsor one or more precinct resolutions at your post-election precinct caucus. Let your precinct chair know if you’d like to be a delegate to the county party convention, too. 

Be sure to bring several copies of your precinct resolutions to the precinct caucus, and prep one or two neighbors to help you talk about your issue. Download precinct resolutions from Texas Impact’s website or from the sites of other groups you support.

4. Spearhead congregational initiatives with your congregation’s Church and Society and Christian Education committees: 

· schedule a Sunday school unit on health care using Texas Impact and Vision & Voice materials

· organize a Bright Ideas! fundraiser for energy efficient products

· request a presentation from the Amos Commission on faithful dialogue principles

· plan an issue forum for your church or in partnership with other local faith communities on a key policy issue  

5. Join Texas Impact! Check www.texasimpact.org weekly for new action items and resources to keep you informed and “FIT” for the 2009 Texas Legislative Session.

Thanks for all you do for Texas!

Love, Your Texas Impact Staff

