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TEXAS UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

LEGISLATIVE EVENT COMMITTEE

January 2008

Dear Members of the Texas Legislature,

Texas United Methodist Women have concluded our 20th annual legislative conference. Since 1988, we have met every year to learn about the public policy issues affecting our state and to consider policy alternatives to address our problems.

Texas United Methodist Women have a historic legislative agenda focusing on issues relating to the needs of families, children and youth. This year, our priority issues are:

· Expanding access to health care

· Protecting the environment

· Strengthening public education

· Reforming our state’s juvenile justice system

In our local UMW units, our Sunday school classes, and our larger communities, we will be studying and discussing these issues so we can be informed participants in the public policy debate. 

As elected officials, we count on you to represent the interests of the people of Texas and to enact laws that address hard issues such as those we list above. But we know that the government depends on the vigorous participation of the public, as well as leadership from those in positions of power. In this pivotal election year with so many important issues at stake, we pledge to you our full participation in building a robust democracy in Texas. 

The participants in this legislative conference have committed to generating 450 in-district legislative visits between now and November 2008. We want to meet you in person, tell you our concerns, and listen to your ideas and plans for addressing Texas’ key issues. United Methodist Women from your district will be contacting you soon to schedule meetings.

We are convinced that the problems facing our state and nation will only be solved through person-to-person communication and relationships. To help strengthen community and understanding, we have also committed that this year, each one of us will reach “outside our comfort zone” to meet someone in our local community whom we don’t know and whose views we do not share. We encourage you to do the same—to reach out to those in opposing parties and on all sides of the issues. 

We hope that you will make constituent meetings a priority for yourself and your staff this year. We’ll be tracking our district visit totals online, and we’ll follow up to let you know if we meet our 450-visit goal. 

We thank you for all you do for Texas. You have answered the call to leadership, and together we can build a bright future for Texas. God bless you.

On behalf of the United Methodist Women’s 20th Annual Legislative Event,

Pam Wiltshire

Social Action Coordinator

Northwest Texas Conference

Gloria Scott

Social Action Coordinator Southwest Texas Conference

Janice Whitecotton 

Social Action Coordinator 

Central Texas Conference

Lee Thornton

Social Action Coordinator Texas Conference

Jesusita Ponce

Social Action Coordinator

Rio Grande Conference

Sue Murray

Social Action Coordinator North Texas Conference

(Austin)—Leaders of the United Methodist Women of Texas on Monday issued a pledge to Texas lawmakers to work to build “robust democracy” during the election year by committing to hold hundreds of in-district visits with legislators to discuss key issues affecting Texas families and children. More than 150 United Methodist Women (UMW) met for three days at the 20th annual Texas United Methodist Women’s Legislative Event, a conference bringing together leaders of Texas’ six “annual conferences”—regional governing bodies of the United Methodist Church. 

In a letter signed by the “Social Action Coordinators” of Texas’ United Methodist Annual Conferences, the women announced an organizational goal of 450 in-district legislative visits by November 2008. The women attending the conference committed to organizing legislative visit campaigns in their local UMW groups and churches.

Janice Whitecotton, a UMW officer in the Central Texas Conference, said she expects the women to exceed their 450-visit goal. “United Methodist Women are all about action,” Whitecotton said. “We aren’t shy about making the visits, sending the postcards, and placing the phone calls to let our legislators know how we feel about the issues. In this pivotal election year, we look forward to building relationships with lawmakers and engaging them on the key issues, and we’ll be encouraging our friends and neighbors to do the same. We count on legislators to represent the interests of the people of Texas and to enact laws that address hard issues, but we know that the government depends on the vigorous participation of the public, as well as leadership from those in positions of power.”

Gloria Scott, an officer in the Southwest Texas Conference, said the women’s priority issues for 2008 reflect the United Methodist Women’s long-standing commitment to the welfare of women, children and youth. “Juvenile justice reform, public education, access to health care, and protecting God’s creation are all urgent priorities for Texas. Building a better future for all our children requires action across a spectrum of policy areas.”

Lee Thornton, an officer in the Texas Conference, said the women also were challenging themselves to build bridges in their local communities. “We are convinced that the problems facing our state and nation will only be solved through person-to-person communication and relationships. To help strengthen community and understanding, we have also committed that this year, each one of us will reach “outside our comfort zone” to meet someone in our local community who we don’t know and whose views we do not share. We encourage you to do the same—to reach out to those in opposing parties and on all sides of the issues,” Thornton said.

The United Methodist Church is the second-largest Protestant denomination in the United States, with more than 8 million lay members nationally and more than 800,000 lay members in Texas. The United Methodist Women is a group within the United Methodist Church committed to social action and advocacy. There are an estimated 100,000 members of United Methodist Women in Texas.

For more information about the United Methodist Women’s Legislative Event, visit http://www.texasimpact.org or email info@texasimpact.org
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