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                             Texas Facts on Human Trafficking

●  An estimated 18,000 foreign nationals are trafficked into the United States each year.  According to the Polaris Project, the number of US citizens trafficked within our own borders are even higher, with an estimate of more than 200,000 American children at high risk for trafficking into the sex industry each year.  ICE Operation Predator estimates that 1 in 5 girls and 1 in 10 boys in the United States are sexually exploited before they reach adulthood.  Child trafficking, child pornography, and international sex tourism now generates billions of dollars a year worldwide. 

 ●   Texas and the Southwest border continue to serve as the biggest point of illegal entry into the U.S., largely because traffickers are able to get aliens across without documents
.   The major points of entry into the United States are located in southern (Houston) and central Texas, Southern California, Tucson, Arizona, and areas of New Mexico. While the Southwest border is often used as the main portal into the United States, the emerging ports of entry in the region include Atlanta, Houston, Orlando and Washington D.C.
  

●  Like many other states, Texas has and continues to experience incidents of human trafficking in forms of forced labor and commercial sexual exploitation.  Three main factors contribute to trafficking in Texas and Houston:  proximity, demographics, large migrant labor force.  Houston’s proximity to the Mexican border and I-10, along with its port, make it a popular point of entry for international trafficking.

●  At the Department of Justice Human Trafficking Conference, the I-10 corridor was identified as one of the main routes for human traffickers in the United States.    

●  Additionally, Texas’s huge geographic size and large Hispanic population create optimal conditions for trafficking because of the ability to blend in with the community. 

●  Lastly, Texas businesses employ migrant labor in many different sectors throughout the state.  Such industries include textiles, agriculture, restaurants, construction and domestic work.  The vast diversity in a migrant labor face makes it difficult for law enforcement, with limited manpower and resources, to concentrate its efforts in any one labor sector.  
●  As of January 2006, of all human trafficking victims certified in the United States, 25% of them were in Texas, the majority of whom were in Houston. (U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Rescue and Restore Campaign Results, April 2004 thru January 2006).  Of the three social service agencies in Houston serving human trafficking victims, YMCA Intl. Houston has served over 105 victims, 2 of whom were under age minors (YMCA Intl., 2007). 

●  The majority of victims rescued in Texas involved establishments that served or sold alcohol.

●  The number one obstacle law enforcement and NGO’s face is the identification of victims.  The ease with which victims are hidden since trafficking may look like a traditional crime such as prostitution, domestic violence, or unpaid wages contributes to the lack of a correct response on the part of the local community where human trafficking may be occurring.  Additionally, many of the victims are unaware that they receive protection under U.S. law and Texas law, therefore they rarely self-identify.  
●  Despite the legal innovations of the Trafficking Victims Protection Act, the number of people who have actually received protection under the law is relatively low, especially when compared to estimate of how many trafficking victims are in the United States.  

●  After drug dealing, human trafficking is tied with the illegal arms industry as the second largest criminal industry in the world today, and it is the fastest growing.  (DHHS)

●  Human trafficking is a multi-billion dollar industry, with revenues estimated from $9 billion to $32 billion annually.

·   In the last quarter of 2007,  30% of all tips to the national hotline came from Texas.
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