Candidate Questions for the 2008 Election Cycle

Questions You May Want To Ask Candidates For The Texas Legislature


Primary Elections will be held March 4th, 2008
General Election will be held November 4th 2008
General Questions

1. Why do you want to represent our community in the Texas Legislature?

2. What are a state legislator’s top three responsibilities in your opinion?

3. What are your top priority issues for the next legislative session?

4. If you are elected, which individuals or groups in our local community will you look to for guidance in voting the interests of your district?

Health Care

1. Is health care in your top three priority issues for this next legislative session?

2. In what areas of health care and health status would you say has Texas made progress recently?

3. What is the biggest health care challenge facing Texas today and what is your plan to address it?

4. What will you do to ensure that Texas children get the early and preventive care they need to grow up healthy and able to learn?

5. How would you address Texas’ chronic health provider shortage?

6. In your estimation, why is Texas’ uninsured rate so much higher than that of most other states and what could the Legislature do to address it?

7. What steps would you take to ensure older Texans access to decent, appropriate, safe living environments whether in the community or in long-term care settings?

8. What would you do to make sure all Texans who qualify for public programs like Medicaid know about the programs and get enrolled if they so desire? 

Public Education

1. Is public education in your top three priority issues for this next legislative session?

2. In what areas are our public schools succeeding?

3. What is the biggest challenge facing our public schools right now and what are your plans to address it?

4. What is your plan to ensure that students come in to school able to learn?  Do you support expanding Pre-K and Kindergarten programs?

5. What is your plan to help schools recruit and retain good teachers in all areas including high need areas such as math and science or in challenging schools?

6. What do you believe are the primary factors contributing to the high dropout rates in Texas and what would you do to address these?"

7. How would you change the current accountability system that is in conflict with the federal accountability system and is biased against more diverse campuses and districts?

8. What role should student testing play in our public education system? 

Environment

1. Is the environment in your top three priority issues for this next legislative session?

2. What have been Texas’ biggest environmental successes in recent years?

3. Do you support action at the state level to address global warming through strategies like emissions caps?

4. What is Texas’ biggest environmental challenge and how would you address it?

5. What kinds of renewable energy incentives do you think would have the biggest impact in Texas? Specifically, do you support a statewide rebate program to make solar more affordable?

6. What can the state do legislatively to ensure that environmental protection programs don’t end up creating hardship for low-income communities?

7. What policies would you recommend to improve industry compliance with Texas’ existing environmental laws?

8. In your estimation, is nuclear power a safe, cost-effective alternative to coal-fired power for meeting Texas’ future energy needs?

Criminal Justice

1. Is criminal justice in your top three priority issues for this next legislative session?

2. What have been Texas’ biggest criminal justice successes in recent years?

3. What is Texas’ biggest criminal justice challenge right now and what are your plans to address it?

4. Under what circumstances do you support the death penalty?

5. Do you believe there are enough problems with Texas’ current death penalty system to warrant a moratorium on executions pending reforms to the system?

6. What do you believe are the best strategies for meeting Texas’ future prison capacity needs? Do you see private prisons playing a role?

7. Currently Texas has approximately 160,000 people in prison.  What can we do more to divert non-violent offenders and keep them out of prison cells?

8. Restorative justice programs in Texas and other state have proven very successful in helping victims and teaching perpetrators.  How can we expand the use of restorative justice programs in our criminal justice system?

Democracy

1. Are voter rights issues in your top three priority issues for this next legislative session?

2. In what ways is Texas succeeding in promoting voting and ensuring voter rights?

3. What could the Legislature do to increase voter registration and voter turnout, especially in historically low-participating communities?

4. What are the risks associated with voter-turnout strategies like same-day registration, and how can those risks be minimized?

5. What policies would you support to ensure the security of the election process in the age of electronic voting?

State Revenue

1. Is state revenue in your top three priority issues for this next legislative session?

2. How robust is Texas’ revenue systemIn what areas are our public schools succeeding?

3. What is the biggest challenge to Texas’ revenue system now and in the future, and what are your plans to address it?

4. How would you change Texas’ revenue system to ensure that low-income Texans do not end up paying a disproportionate share of their income in taxes compared to higher-income taxpayers?

5. What policies would you support to ensure the long-term stability of Texas’ revenue system?

