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Frequently Asked Questions about Compact Fluorescent Lights (CFLs)

The Earth is the Lord's, and the fullness thereof - Psalm 24:1
Q: How long does a CFL last?

A: The average CFL will last 10,000 hours (five years) which gives a CFL ten times the life of a traditional bulb.

Q: How much money will I save by using CFLs?

A: On average you will save about $50 over the life of each CFL.

Q: How much energy do I save by using a CFL?

A: Each CFL uses about a one-fourth of the energy of a traditional bulb—a savings in both energy cost and environmental degradation.

Q: Are there differences in light color and brightness with CFLs?

A: Just like conventional bulbs, CFLs differ in the types of light they produce. There are cool, warming, and even day light bulbs. Check the packaging to make sure you’re replacing your old bulb with the right CFL.

Q: I’ve heard that CFLs contain mercury which is bad for the environment. How do I dispose of them?

A: There is approximately 4 mg of mercury in a CFL bulb, so they do need to be properly disposed. Using CFLs actually result in a net decrease to the total mercury contamination in the atmosphere. Here’s why. The emissions from a coal-fired power plant to produce the energy to run the CFL over it’s five-year lifespan is an only 2.4 mg of mercury. Contrast that with the  10 mg of mercury-potent emissions for an incandescent bulbs over the same 5 years. The incandescent is still producing more gaseous mercury contamination than the CFL. Also, the mercury contained in the CFL bulb remains in a form that can be recycled. Visit www.earth911.org to find special recycling centers near you or drop off CFLs at any IKEA location. 

Q: Where can I use CFLs?

A: CFLs can be used in any traditional light fixture. Some factors that may reduce CFL life are excessive humidity, cold, or vibration. Look at packaging for more information.   

Q: Can I use a CFL in a 3-way or dimmer switch?

A: Normal CFLs cannot be used in 3-way or dimmer switches; however there are CFLs designed to work in these special fixtures. Look at the packaging for more information. 

Q: Why use ShopIPL.org?

A: ShopIPL.org is a project of Interfaith Power & Light, a nationwide religious response to global warming. By using ShopIPL.org, you are helping fund new initiatives to care for creation.

All information from the EPA/DOE Energy Star Program (www.energystar.gov).
