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Public Utility Commission of Texas
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Re:     
PUC Open Meeting: July 2, 2009, 

ITEM 30; Project No. 37142 

Dear Commissioners:   

            Our state continues to battle an economic recession as we enter the intense summer months, leaving many Texans facing the prospect of higher electricity bills and increased financial hardship.  Those factors will especially strain the budgets of our most vulnerable populations like the elderly, the sick, and low-income families.

With that in mind, Texas Impact supports the efforts of Representative Sylvester Turner to provide relief for consumers via the Emergency Disconnection Rule scheduled to be heard by the Commission on Thursday, July 2, 2009.  Texas has not avoided the recession that has hit the rest of the country, and the unemployment rate has surpassed 7 percent statewide.  When combined with the sustained triple-digit temperatures across the state, these factors present a dangerous situation for the many Texans whose ability to pay their bills will be affected.  

Our many faith traditions speak in unison of our responsibility to care for all God’s children, especially those who are most disadvantaged. Establishing fair and effective policies to sustain those members of our community most in need in times of crisis should be a top priority for the Public Utility Commission. We ask you to accept the petition initiated by Representative Turner and adopt the Emergency Disconnection Rule.    
Love,

Bee Moorhead

